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The Sussex Woodcraft Society was formed in 1985 for the people of East and 

West Sussex who have an interest in any woodworking activity, or derive pleasure 
from wood crafted objects. 

 
President Wendy Quantrill, 01273 845977�

Chairman Paul Reader, 01444 451979 
Secretary: Bob Jubb, 01444 232955: e-mail: robertjubb7@aol.com 

Webmaster/Editor: Frank Botterill, 01273 890598: e-mail FABlamorna@aol.com 
Web address: http://www.sussexwoodcraft.co.uk 

 
 
Editorial  
 
We say farewell to our Treasurer 
Mike Wallace after over 10 years 
valiant service – thanks Mike. 
2012 also brings an increase in our 
annual subscriptions due this month. 
 
Adult Membership   £18 
Family Membership (Member + 1) £23 

Ed. 
Chairman’s Message January. 2012  
 
Well I hope you all had a great Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to you all. We finished 2011 
in such a great way as a society. Firstly we had 
our Show at the start of December in a new 
venue in Henfield. We had decided that we 
needed to find a new venue because Burgess 
Hill was “just not working” for us any more. 
And the move was certainly the right thing to 
do. Once again the competition/exhibition table 
had a great selection of fine work. It was good 
to see some new members exhibiting and 
winning in the classes. There were plenty of 
great items for sale on the tables around the hall 
and we also, as a club, provided some excellent 
Tea/Coffee and cake! 
We had good numbers of visitors and it was 
lovely to see there was good support from club 
members coming to visit. I must finish by  

 
 
thanking everyone who was 
involved with the show and 
making it such a success.�
We then had our club night and 
we were treated to an evening of 
fine musical entertainment from 
Joy Lewis and Derrick Hughes. 

They played English and Irish folk music and 
had the whole audience, what I can only 
describe as “captivated” The range of 
instruments they played were incredible and it 
was interesting to listen to the history of some 
of these instruments.�
In 2012 we need to find a member who is 
willing to take on the role of organising the 
speakers for our evenings. Pauline and Bob 
Turner have decided to step down from the role 
and I must thank them for all of their hard work. 
They have provided us with some superb club 
night entertainment covering a whole range of 
topics. They will be a hard act to follow, but if 
any member feels they could fulfil this role 
please let me know, we would be very grateful 
for the support.�
Finally 2012 is upon us and I know I shall have 
to start thinking about some new projects. 
However, first I think the workshop may 
deserve a tidy up, especially as at the moment it 
is difficult to see the workbenches!�

Paul Reader 
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Society meetings 
 
14th September 
 
Bishopstone Tide Mill was the subject of an 
enlightening talk by Joanna Wilkins. Images of 
the many facilities were shown from the 1800’s 
when the mill, village and a windmill were 
constructed. William Catt was the driving force 
with 1846 marking its heyday. William died in 
1853 and there followed a steady decline.  Later 
uses of the site were a Marconi radio station 
(1904), a Royal Naval Air Station for seaplanes 
(1917), and the Chailey Heritage Marine 
Hospital and Nurses Home (1920s). 
Bishopstone railway station closed in 1938 and 
general demolition of the site occurred in 1939. 
The area is now a vegetated shingle beach, with 
wetlands and creeks and a few remains and 
ruins, which Joanna is painstakingly exposing. 

 
Members’ work exhibited this month 
 

 
 
 
Kingfishers and Pied and Grey Wagtails in lime 
by Eric Johnson 
 
 

 
 

 
Chris Grace exhibited his finial in American 
black walnut (See Judged Best in Show  at SWS 
Annual Exhibition 3rd December 2011)  
 

 
 
Cockerels in boxwood by Bob Jubb 
(one stained and one waxed) 
 
12th October 
 
Martin Sullivan – Wheelwright described the 
theory of the manufacture of spoked wheels. 

 
Wheels are generally made from oak and have a 
hub of scottish witch elm (oak reacts with elm). 
Martin undertook a 2 year apprenticeship to join 
the Worshipful Company of Wheelrights. 
However, making wheels is not Martin’s main 
occupation as he trades as a sash window 
specialist. (www.sashwindowrepairman.co.uk)  
 
Members’ work exhibited this month 
 

 
Bottle stoppers by John Bishop 
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Pens and tops by John Bishop 

 
 

 
Swing boats - work in progress by Ted Burst 

 
Wood spirit in wet apple wood by John Freake 
 

 
9th November  
 

 
 
Irma Westerdijk demonstrated the creation of 
statutes and other objects using Paverpol.  
 
Members’ work exhibited this month 
 

 
Walking stick by Ray Osgood in buffalo horn 
on Indian bean tree shaft  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bird feeder by Tony 
Burstow. 
 
 

 

Fairground components 
by Ted Burst showing 
use of computer printed 
transfers produced by 
Lazertran Inkjet. 
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3rd December 2011  
 
SWS Annual Exhibition and Sale of Work - 
Henfield Village Hall  
 

 
This exhibition piece is by Don Cheesman as an 
example of work in progress. 
 
This was a well-supported event. 32 competitors 
submitted in total, 121 entries. 24 entrants 
obtained one or more awards so most enjoyed 
some success. The record of entrants and awards 
is included at the end of this newsletter. 

 
Finial in American black 
walnut by Chris Grace. 
Judged Best in Show 
 
As usual the public were 
invited to vote for their 
choice with the following 
results. (there was a clear 
winner but second and third 
places were separated by just 
one vote). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peoples vote first place. 
A camel and rider in oak By Ray Osgood  

 

 
 
Peoples vote second place 
“Ready to wear” in lime By Wendy Quantrill 
 
Peoples vote third place 
Geronimo in assorted wood By Chris Grace 
 
14th December Society meetings (cont.) 
 
Entertainment for our Social meeting was 
provided by Joy Lewis & Derrick Hughes on 
various unusual instruments. Their repertoire 
included folk and traditional music of Britain 
and Ireland. 
 

 
www.joydeckmusic.co.uk 

 
The bowed psaltery, depicted above, had been 
constructed by Derrick several years ago and 
was of particular interest to our members. 
 
Members’ work exhibited this month 

 
Frog in spalted 
apple 
Toad 1 in 
spalted elm 
Toad 2 in 
spalted beech 
Toad 3 in 
spalted 
hornbeam. 
 

Amphibians by Bob Jubb 
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Letter to the Editor  - A missed opportunity? 
 
 Thoughts on a better use of resources rabbits are 
delightfully attractive clean little animals but sadly 
they are also a shockingly destructive pest - ask any 
farmer, or Australian; however, in my view they 
should be taken very seriously as a useful natural 
food source As far back as the Middle Ages rabbits 
were successfully farmed in specially constructed 
warrens as a commercial enterprise to maintain a 
ready supply of meat (rather on the same general 
lines as dovecotes) particularly for the winter. We 
can judge now how important an activity it was, 
because the familiar name Warrener with all its 
variants came about as a result. During WWII rabbit 
once more became a staple part of the British diet, 
because if you were lucky enough to find one, it was 
not rationed unlike most other meats As a meat 
rabbit offers many good things. First and foremost it 
has a very pleasing, slightly gamey flavour all its 
own. 
 
Additionally, scientific studies have confirmed that 
it has very high protein and phosphorus content, 
marginally better than chicken; it is very low in fat, 
and low in salt. Its vitamin content is similar to 
chicken. Altogether, its health benefits can hardly be 
exaggerated. 
 
I have found from the cooking point of view, it may 
be treated in pretty well all respects in the same 
ways as chicken which makes it also a very versatile 
dish, although I do have to say that personally I'm 
rather dubious about the whole idea of a rabbit 
curry! I would have to try it (I admit I am not a curry 
lover!) Commercial warrens could be constructed 
rather more easily with modern materials and 
machinery nowadays, than they were in mediaeval 
times, when only the wealthy could afford to do it 
using manpower. In these days of economic 
difficulty for our farming community, it is possible 
that the idea could be really attractive to some, 
because of the comparatively inexpensive ease of 
putting it in place. 
 
Appealingly for the wildlife enthusiasts among us, 
what a warren amounts to is an absolutely natural 
lifestyle for its lucky inmates. Inexpensive feed 
would be very simple to provide just by planting and 
maintaining a proper wildflower meadow on and 
around the warren, which, with the rabbits 
themselves could also possibly prove to be a visitor 
attraction. We might need a few supplementary 
nutrients but I think probably not many.  
 

 
 
We shall probably however need a decently humane 
new way of culling and slaughtering the livestock 
for the market. Rabbits regenerate themselves very 
rapidly and easily, hence the phrase "breeding like 
rabbits".     I suspect too that they would prove to be 
less of a destructive pest too, because why would 
they abandon safe shelter and a ready supply of food 
and clean water in favour of a much more dangerous 
environment outside? They aren't daft. More likely 
there would be a queue outside, waiting to break in! 
 
 Rabbit fell completely out of public favour back in 
the fifties and early sixties as a result of the horrible 
fatal viral disease of myxomatosis which was 
deliberately spread among the rabbit   population 
with a view to disposing of what was then regarded 
as an unmitgating pest Not entirely unreasonably, 
this had the effect of turning the general public off 
the whole idea. Once the initial ferocity of the 
scourge had waned however, the more genetically 
resistant rabbit strains recovered comparatively 
rapidly. 
 
All that would be needed to switch the public back 
on, would be a nationwide advertising campaign to 
popularise the idea of our generally eating the meat 
again, and a properly organised supply chain to get it 
into the nation's supermarkets. Perhaps too a range 
of supermarket rabbit recipe "ready-meals" with 
widely varied recipes would aid in making the ad 
campaign more effective. Anyway the plague bas 
passed, and there is now no health risk whatsoever to 
anyone from eating rabbit if there ever was. 
 
The product has always been available from small 
local butchers, but I note with pleasure that Waitrose 
are introducing a small stock of rabbit among their 
speciality meat lines. The trouble is you have to keep 
your eyes open because it goes like hot cakes, and 
anyway they treat it as seasonal, just for the winter 
months. 
 
Cynics say it is bought only to feed the customers' 
cats, but blow that I just want it for myself! Anyone 
who wanted to get involved in an enterprise of this 
nature would be well advised to go into it rather 
thoroughly and scientifically, as to its veterinary 
implications and so on, and particularly where it 
might   go wrong, but it is my view that the ultimate 
rewards for everyone could be very considerable. 
 
What do you think? 

Jasper Dimond 
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SWS Annual Show 3rd December 2011 
Competition ENTRIES and RESULTS 

 
Competitor  Description of Article          Award Class 
John Bishop  a pen and letter opener desk set   17 Novice Class Woodturning 

in olive and oak 
Frank Botterill  a door knocker in walnut    15 Annual competition 
Frank Botterill  a fish netsuke in box    13 Miniatures 
Frank Botterill  a walking pole in ash    9 Walking Sticks 
Frank Botterill  a walking pole in rowan    9 Walking Sticks 
Brian Campion  a clock in meranti     10 Clocks and Barometers 
Brian Campion  a clock in ash    3rd 10 Clocks and Barometers 
Brian Campion  a picture frame in chestnut    14 Miscellaneous 
Brian Campion  a pomander in utili    6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Don Cheesman  a Dragon walking stick in beech and hazel  9 Walking Sticks 
Chris Chandler  a Bavarian with pipe in lime  HC 1 Hand Carving in the Round 
Chris Chandler  an old chair miniature in various woods 2nd 11 Furniture or Cabinet Making 
John Colbourne  a handbag in tulip     1 Hand Carving in the Round 
John Colbourne  a hand in flower in lime    2 Painted Carving 
John Colbourne  a walking stick in pine and walnut   2 Painted Carving 
John Colbourne   a bow tie in beech    14 Miscellaneous 
Tony Collins  an owl on a post in mahogany   16 Novice Class Woodcarving 
Brian Corbin  a 'Sine wave' in cherry    5 Abstract 
Allan Fielding  a vase in yew    3rd 7 Spindle Woodturning 
Allan Fielding  a dish in olive    1st 6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Allan Fielding  a dish in Japanese pagoda    6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Donald Foster  a large rocking horse in mixed hardwoods 2nd 14 Miscellaneous 
John Freake  Hippy Shake' in lime    1 Hand Carving in the Round 
John Freake  Ozzy' in lime     1 Hand Carving in the Round 
John Freake  Lofty' in lime     1 Hand Carving in the Round 
John Freake  Olgit' in lime     1 Hand Carving in the Round 
John Freake  a smokey Joe (tramp) in lime  2nd 2 Painted Carving 
John Freake  a wood spirit in apple   3rd 3 True Relief or Pierced Carving 
Chris Grace  a splash in red malee    6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Chris Grace  a hollow spindle in willow   2nd 7 Spindle Woodturning 
Chris Grace  a spiral in american black walnut  1st 7 Spindle Woodturning 
       ( and BEST IN SHOW) 
Chris Grace  Geronimo in assorted wood  1st 8 Assembled Woodturning 
Chris Grace  an attraction in english elm  3rd 8 Assembled Woodturning 
Chris Grace  a bud vase in ash     8 Assembled Woodturning 
Chris Grace  a box in box in beech and ply  2nd 8 Assembled Woodturning 
Kenn and Jim Harman a rocking horse in pine and tulip   2 Painted Carving 
Jim Harman  a tawny owl in lime    2 Painted Carving 
Jim Harman  a tiger in zebrano     1 Hand Carving in the Round 
Kenn Harman  an otter in lime    3rd 2 Painted Carving 
Kenn Harman  a hare in ash     1 Hand Carving in the Round 
Bernie Harris  an osprey fishing in ash   1st 3 True Relief or Pierced Carving 
Bernie Harris  a nativity and stable in lime and soft woods 3rd 14 Miscellaneous 
Bernie Harris  a pixie door knocker in box  3rd 15 Annual competition 
Bernie Harris  a stylized heron in English cherry   18 Lovespoons 
Eric Johnson  a pair of kingfishers in lime   2 Painted Carving 
Eric Johnson  a pair of reed warblers in lime  1st 2 Painted Carving 
Eric Johnson  a pied wagtail in lime   HC 2 Painted Carving 
Bob Jubb  Francis of Assisi' in spalted lime   1 Hand Carving in the Round 
Bob Jubb  a nuthatch in yew    3rd 1 Hand Carving in the Round 
Bob Jubb  Pouring treacle' in yew    5 Abstract 
Bob Jubb  a cockerel netsuke in box   3rd 13 Miniatures 
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Competitor  Description of Article          Award Class 
Bob Jubb  a walrus netsuke in box    13 Miniatures 
Bob Jubb  three mice in pear    1st 18 Lovespoons 
Mike Langridge  a cross in silver and ebony    14 Miscellaneous 
Mike Langridge  a burnt and painted door knocker in oak  15 Annual competition 
Mike Langridge  a set of 4 spoons     14 Miscellaneous 
Mike Langridge  a whatnot in painted pine    11 Furniture or Cabinet Making 
Mike Langridge  a side table in beech and MDF  3rd 11 Furniture or Cabinet Making 
Mike Langridge  a burnt painted picture of a dragon  HC 14 Miscellaneous 
Robin Lawman  Back to Back' in tulip and mahogany 1st 5 Abstract 
Robin Lawman  watch holder' in oak and mahogany  1st 10 Clocks and Barometers 
Robin Lawman  a tortoise/mushroom in box   13 Miniatures 
Robin Lawman  a green man in oak   2nd 15 Annual competition 
Tom Lednor  a cock pheasant in elm   2nd 1 Hand Carving in the Round 
Dave Mitchell  a jewellery box in rosewood and sycamore 1st 11 Furniture or Cabinet Making 
Doug Moyse  a polar bear in walnut    1 Hand Carving in the Round 
Doug Moyse  The Leap' in lime     3 True Relief or Pierced Carving 
Doug Moyse  a bowl with apple, pear and banana  2nd 6 Woodturning without the support  

in laburnum      of a Tailstock Centre 
Doug Moyse  a turned door knocker in laburnum    1st 15 Annual competition 
Doug Moyse  a swimmer in mixed wood and metal  1st  14 Miscellaneous 
Ray Osgood  a lady in a riding hat in holly and lime 3rd 9 Walking Sticks 
Ray Osgood  a lady in a riding hat in holly and indian bean tree 9 Walking Sticks 
Ray Osgood  a horse head in thuja and mahogany   9 Walking Sticks 
Ray Osgood  a camel head in lime and plum  2nd 9 Walking Sticks 
Ray Osgood  a walking stick in buffalo horn and  1st  9 Walking Sticks 
    indian bean tree 
Ray Osgood  a camel and rider in oak   1st 1 Hand Carving in the Round 
Paul Purdy  an elf in mahogany   1st 16 Novice Class Woodcarving 
Paul Purdy  Grotesque' in oak    2nd 16 Novice Class Woodcarving 
Graham Quantrill  a desk clock    2nd 10 Clocks and Barometers 
Wendy Quantrill  a lion dragon from Orkney in lime  1st 4 Applied Relief and Pierced Carving 
Wendy Quantrill  a pony in cherry     1 Hand Carving in the Round 
Wendy Quantrill  Ready to wear' in lime   2nd 3 True Relief or Pierced Carving 
Wendy Quantrill  an unfolding form 1 in robinia  2nd 5 Abstract 
Wendy Quantrill  an unfolding form 2 in robinia   5 Abstract 
Wendy Quantrill  an unfolding form 3 in robinia  3rd 5 Abstract 
Wendy Quantrill  a cat and mouse in various woods  1st 13 Miniatures 
Paul Reader  Hammering at the Door in oak   15 Annual competition 
Paul Reader  fish entwined    2nd  13 Miniatures 
Paul Reader  a stylized owl in lime    4 Applied Relief and Pierced Carving 
Paul Reader  a pike in ash    3rd 4 Applied Relief and Pierced Carving 
Paul Reader  a tortoise in lime     13 Miniatures 
Paul Reader  a tulip lovespoon in lime   3rd 18 Lovespoons 
Paul Reader  In a twist' in walnut    18 Lovespoons 
Paul Reader  a knotty problem in magnolia  2nd 18 Lovespoons 
Paul Reader  a sea shell in box     13 Miniatures 
Katrina Reader  a clown in lime    3rd 16 Novice Class Woodcarving 
Katrina Reader  a John dory in lime   2nd 4 Applied Relief and Pierced Carving 
Katrina Reader  a wading heron in lime    16 Novice Class Woodcarving 
Gavin Rider  a twisted form in elm    5 Abstract 
Gavin Rider  a plywood bowl     17 Novice Class Woodturning 
Gavin Rider  a hollow form in cherry   1st 17 Novice Class Woodturning 
Gavin Rider  a chestnut burr bowl   2nd 17 Novice Class Woodturning 
Gavin Rider  a platter in cherry    3rd 17 Novice Class Woodturning 
Bob Turner  a turned door knocker in ash   15 Annual competition 
Bob Turner  a bowl      6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Bob Turner   a dish in cherry     6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Bob Turner   a pot with lid     6 Woodturning without the support  

of a Tailstock Centre 
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Future SWS Meetings. Unless otherwise stated, all meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday in the 
month at The Cyprus Hall, Cyprus Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex (7.30pm start) 
2012  
 
11th January  Reprise of members' work at SWS Annual show 
  
11th April (At Royal British Legion Hall)   Ian Barnett - a greenwood worker 
 
9th May  Annual General meeting 
 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 
September 2012 (date to be advised)   WoodFair Bentley Wildfowl and Motor Museum, Halland, East 
Sussex 
 
 

Competition ENTRIES and RESULTS (cont,) 
 
Competitor  Description of Article          Award Class 
Bob Turner   a box      6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Bob Turner   a bowl in beech     6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Bob Turner   a bowl      6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Bob Turner   a vase     3rd  6 Woodturning without the support 

of a Tailstock Centre 
Bob Turner   a green Man in oak    3 True Relief or Pierced Carving  
Bob Turner   a shell in apple     13 Miniatures 
Pauline Turner  a 'Hawthorn' in cherry    12 Pyrography 
Pauline Turner  a 'Blackthorn' in cherry    12 Pyrography 
Pauline Turner  a Cheetah    1st  12 Pyrography 
Pauline Turner  Lords and Ladies in silver birch   HC 12 Pyrography 
Pauline Turner  a Swift's Poem    2nd 12 Pyrography 
Pauline Turner  a Primrose    3rd 12 Pyrography 
Paul Purdy  an elf in mahogany   1st  16 Novice Class Woodcarving 
Paul Purdy  Grotesque' in oak    2nd  16 Novice Class Woodcarving 
John Willis  a moon-gazing hare in lime   1 Hand Carving in the Round 
John Willis  a crab in lime     1 Hand Carving in the Round 


