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The Sussex Woodcraft Somety was formed in 1985hferpeople of East and
West Sussex who have an interest in any woodworkatigity, or derive pleasure
from wood crafted objects.
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Editor’s Notes

Editorial

At our February meeting Wendy an
Graham brought our attention to tr
Government's proposals to sell ¢
lease the public forest estate. Tl
International Tree Foundation set L
a petition in opposition to the plan
and obtained half a million signatures. Since
then it is understood that the Government has
reversed it's decision. Ed.
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Chairman’s Message May. 2011

Well Spring is certainly upon us and everything
seems to need doing so, for me the workshop
seems to get neglected!! Hopefully things will
settle down soon and the workshop will once
again become productive. Since my last letter
we have had some good meetings, including
Sean Hellman the Fan Bird carver. Sitting up on
the stage at the back of the hall it was intergstin
to see how he had everyone completely
enthralled by what he was doing. | left feeling
that | would love to have a go at it but realised
how easy he made a very difficult project look!!
Looking through his portfolio afterwards you
could certainly see he was a very talented
craftsman. Due to a holiday | missed the April
talk by a friend and colleague from Wakehurst
on pole lathe turning. From the feedback | have
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received | missed a good evening
and hopefully he will come bagk
and do another talk in the future
| am now looking forward to the
“New Show” at Wakehurst at the
end of the month. It is great to gee
the society returning there apd
many thanks must go to Bob Jubb
for his hard work in securing this and also to(the
other committee members who have given their
support to this venture - I'm sure the show will
be a great success. Numbers of visitorg at
Wakehurst have increased quite a lot sincg we
were last showing there and with our new venue
just outside the Visitor Centre | hope we ¢an
draw people in to see and purchase the [fine
work that will be on show.

Last year we had a very interesting talk |by
David Watson from West Hoathly on chainspw
carving. Again this was a fascinating evening.
Recently Wakehurst purchased/commissigned
some of their sculptures to become part of their
“Adventurous Journeys” experience for childien
and big children!! These are in the form |of
Totem Poles and an acoustic chair. They|are
absolutely superb, the detail and craftsmanghip
is something really to be seen. So if you're up at
Wakehurst, please try and make the effort tg get
down into Horsebridge Woods and have a Ipok
for yourself - you won't be disappointed..
Paul Reader




Members’ work exhibited this month

Society meetings

12th January

Members exhibited their entries to last year’s
27th November Annual Show, marking the 25th
Anniversary of the Society, and the last at the
Martlets for the foreseeable future owing to the
high cost and falling public attendances.

9th February

Janine Creaye, professional sculptor, gave an .
illustrated talk on her work in stone and wood of ~Reéed Warbler in
carvings for indoor locations, outdoor sites and Maple _
public places. Commissions included country BY Wendy Quantrill
park work specialising in stylised objects. The

following image can be seen on her web site -
http://www.sculptureform.co.uk/.

Cloak on backboard
showing locatipigs.
(work in progress)

Spalted beech bowl by Gavin Rider

2 heads in wet Cotoneaster frigidus

by John Freake

Face in Yew by John Freake
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9th February (cont.)

Wood spirit in Juniper —
wet wood carving by
John Freake

Face in wet Juniper by
John Freake

Five Netsukes by guest Paul Acott
Two figures in Ivory

Walnut shell toggle

Warthog tusk — Frogs on lotus pod
Figure in reproduction resin

Pair of quails in horn

A mini Stock knife (alias Clog knife). The hopk
is located into a ring-bolt on the bench top, [the
blade being used as a guillotine to trim a piece
of wood held down on the bench with the ffee
hand by John Freake

9th March

Sean Hellman demonstrated his fantastic skill
by producing a complete fan bird in front of qur
eyes. The tools he used were not the usual run
of the mill and some he had fashioned himgelf.
The assembled members enjoyed a video |ink,
which showed him projected on to the end wall
(a first for SWS | believe).
For anyone with access to the Internet Sean’s
web site (www.seanhellman.com) has links tg
videos of him making samples from scratch.
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Members’ work exhibited this month
Camel head walking stick

by Ray Osgood
Lime head on plum shatft.

Shoe tree in oak
by Ray Osgood
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9th March (cont.)

Sanding table by Ted Burst

Male Red
Kite by Eric
Johnson

Lapwing in lime by Eric Johnson

13th April

D

James Pumfrey talked about the history of th
production of wooden bowls using a bowl lathe
and latterly a pole lathe. A large collection of
bowls exists from the wreck of the Mary Rosg.
James, who is Team Leader of the tree gang|at
Wakehurst Place, then proceeded to turn a bpwl
using a modified pole lathe, see above.

Members’ work exhibited this month

Curlew in Giant Redwood by Bob Fielding
(the enhanced grain effect was produced by the
application of a blow lamp).
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13th April (cont.)

Sanding frame made by Bob Fielding

Stylised pig in lime by Bob Jubb (on the left)

The one on the right in ebony was purchased by
Bob while in Indonesia and was used as the

model.

Toad in apricot
by Bob Jubb
Bob chose the
portion of the
log containing
the original graft
with  complex
grain.

Bob Jubb’s long

awaited  book

was unveiled at
the meeting.

Bob announced
that it would not

be available

until June but

that he had been
sent an advance

copy.

The published price is £16.99, however | have
ordered my copy for £8.50 post free from

Amazon. Well done Bob. Ed.
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Trees By Brian Campion

I've always had a love of trees right from
young age but as | get older | find myg
appreciating them more and more. | think it’s
easy when you're young to take things
granted. We depend on trees for so many t
that | thought it worth listing as many uses
can. The first thing that springs to mind is

TIMBER. Just stop and think for a mome
how many things in your house are made
timber and its derivatives like chipboa
M.D.F. and hardboard? Nearly all your dog
furniture, roofs and flooring are made of wa
and then when you include all the wooc
ornaments, toys, furniture, etc, it just goes
show what a versatile product wood is. | h
listed below some more things we rely on tr
for. PAPER, RUBBER and NUTS. Almong
Beech nuts, Brazil nuts, Cashew, Ginko n
Hazelnuts, Macadamia, Pecan, Pine n
Pistachio, Walnuts, sweet chestnuts deser
special mention. Supposedly introduced by
Romans about 2000 years ago as food for
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soldiers, chestnuts were a staple diet for their

soldiers in Italy until well within the 20
century.

FRUIT Apples, Apricots, Avocado, Breadfr
Cherries, Coconut, Dates, Figs, Grapef
Lemon, Lime, Mango, Orange, Papaya, Pe

it,
uit,
Ach,

Pears, Persimmon, Plums, Star fruit, Tangeripe.

MEDICINES. Increasing, medicines are be
produced from trees. Quinine comes fr
cinchona tree bark. Used to treat malaria. Tx
from Yew, used to treat cancer. Alkaloids fr
rauvolfia used to treat high blood pressure,

ng
DM
hxol
DM
and

Eucalyptus oil, used in cough syrups, inhalants,

mouthwashes, etc. Witch hazel, used as
antiseptic. Ginko, used as a herbal supplen
Maple syrup and Chicle, used to make chew

gum.
FUEL We tend to think of wood as someth
to burn  but did you realize th

Sweden/Scandinavia ran two thirds of their
and lorry fleet during the"@world war from ar
alcohol distilled from wood fibres.
CLOTHING. 80% of rayon was produced frg
timber fibres.
CORK. Cork is still harvested from the cork @
trees.
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Trees (cont.)

Trees help clean the air we breathe and provide
both food and shelter for a whole range of
wildlife. Cellulose extracted from wood is
added to cattle food and is also added to mud
used in oil wells to make the mud more viscous
as this stops the oil well blowing back. Latest
statistics regarding rainforest prove that by
converting it to cattle operations will only yield
the land owner sixty dollars per acre; if timber is
harvested the land is worth four hundred dollars
per acre. However, if medicinal plants, fruit,
nuts, rubber, oils, chocolate and other renewable

and sustainable resources are harvested, the land old.

will yield the landowner two thousand four
hundred dollars per acre. It is no longer a
theory; it is a fact and is already being
implemented. Today local communities and
tribes earn five times more money from
harvesting these products than they do by
cutting down the trees for subsistence crops.
Some trees can “talk” to each other. When
willows are attacked by webworms and
caterpillars, they emit a chemical, which alerts.
neighbouring willows of the danger. The nearby
trees then respond by pumping more tannin into
their leaves, making it more difficult for insects
to digest the leaves.

The facts

Britain has more ancient trees than the rest of
Europe put together.

Scots Pine produces its own version of anti-
freeze to help it survive winter.

There are over 3.8 billion trees in Britain, that's
over 60 trees for every one of us.

Oaks were not common in pre-historic times as
proved by pollen samples.

A mature oak can draw up to 50 gallons of
water per day.

There are over six hundred species of Oaks on
earth.

In 2004, the Nobel Peace Prize went to a
Kenyan woman Wangari Maathai for her work
in planting thirty million trees.

The oldest wooden artefact found was a wooden
spear made from Yew and estimated to be over
fifty thousand years old.
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A new system of dating yew trees suggests

some of our oldest and protected trees ma
four thousand years old, not 1500 as previo
thought.

A mature birch tree can produce up to
million seeds per year.

y be
Usly

bne

One acre of tree removes up to 2.6 tong of

carbon dioxide per year.
The amount of oxygen produced by an acr
trees annually is enough for eighteen people
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The oldest tree in the U.K. and perhaps Eulfope

is the Fortingall Yew in Aberfeldy in Scotland

and is thought to be around five thousand y

ears

Arbor day was first observed in Nebraska| in

1872. That state is now home to one of
largest forests planted by man, covering an
of over two hundred thousand acres.

Brian Campion

The following article is reproduced by Kkir
permission of Jacqui Hutson.

Plumpton and Wildlife
and Habitat Group

Ancient trees

Ancient trees ar
valuable for wildlife.
They are full of crevice
and holes, and provig
homes for thousands
species of plants, bird
mammals, insects, lichens, mosses and fu
including many rare and threatened speq
Clusters of ancient trees are even nn
important because together they will offef
wide range of habitats for specialist specie
one small area. There are estimated to be
200 really rare species associated with o
trees, including 27 Red Data Book beetles.
We don't expect to find huge numbers of anc
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trees in Plumpton but we do want to know How

many there are and where they are. So far
has been recorded in Plumpton parish**
four trees are to be seen from East Chilting
on the interactive map at

www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk.
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How do you know when a tree is ancient

enough to be recordable as such? Trees progress Tree Warden, Denise Hall, aims to record all
through three phases of growth: a formative ancient trees in Plumpton, If you know of a t
period; middle age or maturity; and senescence. that may be ancient and that you would likeg
In the first phase growth can be relatively rapid to record, or if you would like to join in th
until the canopy is fully developed, usually after  search, please let us know.

40-100 years, and then growth stabilises, with jacqueline.hutson@btinternet.com

Our survey, in co-operation with the Par

the girth increasing at a regular rate. In old age or 01273 890341.

the crown of the tree may sustain damage,

branches begin to fall off and the leaf area Plumpton Wildlife and Habitat Group:
decreases so that growth slows down, Some http://plumptonwildlifegroup.yolasite.com

Jacqui Hutson

species, such as oak and sweet chestnut keep
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faithfully to these three phases of growth but ** At the time this newsletter was drafted, the

others do not. Pioneer trees such as poplar, number of ancient trees recorded in Plumg
willow and alder frequently have a productive and nearby is 66, and increasing.

but short formative period and then go straight
into senescence. Birch, which is relatively short-
lived, tends to have an extremely brief middle-
age. Yew lives a charmed existence and can
return to formative rates of growth at almost any
stage in its very long life so it is very difficulh
know how old it is unless there are historical
records of it being planted.

Using information on the relationship between
girth and number of annual rings from felled
trees gathered over many years it is possible to
estimate the approximate age of living trees by
measuring the girth at 1.5 m above the ground.
A tree can be recorded as ancient if its girth is
more than the size given in the table below or it
has at least three separate features associated
with ancient trees: bark loss, major deadwood,
rot, cavities, decay holes, trunk hollows and
fungi.

Tree species Girthat 1.5 m
Hawthorn, rowen, birch, 150 cm
field maple

Cherry, holly, hazel, hornbeam 230 cm

Ash, beech, Scots pine, 300 cm
alder, willow, yew

Oak, sycamore, lime,

horse chestnut, sweet 450 cm
chestnut, elm, poplar,

other pines and exotics
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Future SWS Meetings.Unless otherwise stated, all meetings are heldhen?’ Wednesday in th
month at The Cyprus Hall, Cyprus Road, Burgess Mikkst Sussex (7.30pm start)

2011
11" May AGM - Speaker Brian Waghorne talking about Pt Offset and Litho
15th June Chris Grace, a member of the West Sussex Woodsitakling about his work.

July and August No meetings

14" September Joanna Wilkins talk — The Lost Village of Tide Mil

Forthcoming Events

28"/29"/30" May 2011 SWS Exhibition and Sale of work Wakehurst Place
Sat./Sun./Mon.

16/17/18" September 2011 WoodFair Bentley Wildfowl and Motor Museuhalland, East Sussex
Fri./Sat./Sun. http://www.bentley.orq.uk/#/wdéaid 4525168793

Page 8




