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The Sussex Woodcraft Society was formed in 1985 for the people of East and 

West Sussex who have an interest in any woodworking activity, or derive pleasure 
from wood crafted objects. 

 
President Wendy Quantrill, 01273 845977�

Chairman Paul Reader, 01444 451979 
Secretary: Bob Jubb, 01444 232955: e-mail: robertjubb7@aol.com 

Webmaster/Editor: Frank Botterill, 01273 890598: e-mail FABlamorna@aol.com 
Web address: http://www.sussexwoodcraft.co.uk 

 
 
Editorial  
 
Ted Burst has kindly submitted the 
“shed” theme in this newsletter.  
The St. George’s Day Exhibition 
held on 24th April 2010 was barely 
reported in our May 2010 newsletter 
due to lack of space. There were 125 
entries from 26 contributors and a full list is 
included this month for the record. Images of 
the exhibits are available to view on our web 
site. 

Ed. 
Past Chairman’s Message 
 

 
I would like to thank everyone for the beautiful 
bouquet of flowers presented to me in June, my 
last SWS meeting as Chairman. As you will see 
from the photograph it was a really lovely 
arrangement and it has given me a great deal of 
pleasure over the weeks. 

Wendy 

 
Chairman’s Message Sept. 2010  
 
I hope everyone has had a good 
summer holiday and has been 
busy in their workshops, not just 
in their gardens!! I would like to 
start by taking this opportunity to 
thank Wendy for all the hard work 

she has put in over the years as Chairman of the 
society. I would also like to thank everyone who 
has supported me since I was asked to take on 
the role as Chairman, especially Bob Jubb, the 
rest of the committee and many of the society 
members. The SWS is a great society and proof 
of this is seen in the fact we have just celebrated 
25 years. I hope the next 25 years can be as 
good. It would be great if we could reach out 
and encourage some younger/newer members to 
the society to widen the interests and see the 
SWS strive on. Having had an interest in wood 
since I was a boy and still find carving fun and 
relaxing, I can’t understand why the younger 
generation just don’t seem to be interested. 
There is a huge amount of talent and knowledge 
in the society and it would be great to pass this 
on and stimulate some enthusiasm in the 
younger generation. 
I know when I joined the society it was great to 
meet lots of people with the same interest in 
wood but with so many different branches!! to 
be seen.   (continued on page 3) 
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St. George’s Day Exhibition 24th April 2010 
Contributers and their exhibits. 
 
Frank Botterill 
Love Spoons - 1st Place 2006 
The Kiss - 3rd Place 2006 
Brian Campion 
A Guitar 
Chris Chandler 
Bavarian Throne Chair - 1st Place 2006 
Miniature House - 1st Place 2005 
An Eagle Stick - ? Place 2010 
A Dog Head Stick - ? Place 2010 
A Chinese Dog Carnelian -? Place 2010 
Don Cheesman 
Two Barn owl corbels - 1st Place 2009 
Arms of Prince Yuri Galitzine - 3rd Place 2009 
A double Eagle badge - ? Place 2010 
John Colbourne 
Hat fruit Bowl - 3rd Place 2009 
Boot - 2nd Place 2009 
Bowler - 1st Place 1997 
A Slate Miner - ? Place 2009 
A Boxing Glove - 2nd Place 2009 
Bowler - 1st Place 1997 
A Slate miner - ? Place 2009 
A Boxing Glove - 1st Place 2002 
Bowl in Hand - ? Place 2009 
A Coal Miner 
The Tap 
Brian Corbin 
Spherical Puzzle - 1st Place 1993 
Frog on Lily Pad - 2nd Place 2004 
Badgers - 3rd Place 2008 
Owl - 3rd Place 1995 
Trout - 2nd Place 1977 
Allan Fielding 
A Vase - ? Place 2010 
A Goblet - ? Place 2010 
A Closed Form - ? Place 2010 
A Child’s Seat 
Acacia Bowl 
Bob Fielding 
A Swimming Trout 
Don Foster 
Sow and Piglets - Carving in the Round 
Stampede Relief  - Carving 
Bernie Harris 
Loggerhead Turtle - 1st Place 2004 Best in 
Show 
A John Dory - 2nd Place 2005 
Henry VIII Shield - 2nd Place 2008 

 
Bernie Harris (cont.) 
Green Man - 1st Place 2006 
English Dragon - 3rd Place 2008 
Hart Tangle - 2nd Place 200? 
John Holt 
A Bowl 
Eric Johnson 
Rocky Mountain Ram - 1st Place 2006 Best in 
Show 
Mallard Duck at rest - 1st Place 2008 Best in 
Show 
Pintail Drake - 1st Place 1998 
A Dipper - 1st Place 2005 
A Wren - 2nd Place 2006 
A Jay - HC 2007 
Bob Jubb 
Octopus - 1st Place 1990 Best in Show 
Toad - 1st Place 1999 
Jewellery Box - 1st Place 1993 
Robin Lawman 
Marquetry Clock - 1st Place 2007 
Tom Lednor 
Shadows of the Deep - ? Place 2010 
Common Darter Dragonfly - 1st Place 2007 
Velocity - 1st Place 2007 
Poppies - 3rd Place 2009 
A Jewellery Box - 2nd Place 1986 
A Bread Board - 2nd Place 1994 
A Birth Plaque 
Female Elephant - 2nd Place 2003 
Christening Plaque - 3rd Place 2003 
Flame - 1st Place 2004 
A Spider on a Web - 1st Place 2006 
George and Dragon Story 
Christine Musgrove 
Winnie the Pooh & Tigger - 1st Place 2000 Best 
in Show 
Letter Opener - 2nd Place 2008 
Spoon of Hearts - 1st Place 2009 
Hanging Cliffhanger - 1st Place 2009 
Celtic Spoon - 2nd Place 2000 
Treasure Hunt - 2nd Place 2004 
Ray Osgood 
A Handle Stick - 1st Place 2007 
Otter head Stick - 1st Place 2009 
A long Woodpecker Stick - 1st Place 2008 
A Duck head Stick - 2nd Place 2009 
A Ram head Stick - 3rd Place 2009 
A Shepherd’s Crook - 3rd Place 2008 
A Duck head Stick - 2nd Place 2002 
Pheasant head Stick - 1st Place 2003 
A Shepherd’s Crook - 3rd Place 2004 
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Ray Osgood (cont.) 
A Rural Stick - 1st Place 2005 
A Griffin - 1st Place 2008 
A Lifeguard - 2nd Place 2006 
A Stag Antler Stick 
Oak on Pitch Pine 
Oak Leaves 
Peter Pa� es 
Tea Taster Tea Break - Exhibited 2010 
Trouble at the Castle - Exhibited 2010 
Wendy Quantrill 
A Dragon Lovespoon - ? Place 2010 
A Cormorant - ? Place 2010 
A Red Kite - ? Place 2010 
Three Doves - ? Place 2010 
Fragmented Shell - ? Place 2010 
A Shoal of Fish - ? Place 2010 
His Master’s Coat - 1st Place 1999 
Old man in meditation - 1st Place 1999 
A Stoat family - 1st place 2008 
A Shell shape - 1st place 2008 
Gardener’s Jacket - 1st place 2009 + People’s 
choice 
A Shell form - 1st place 2009 
Dave Ransome 
A Dolphin - 1st Place 2008 
A Photo Frame - 2nd Place 2008 
Paul Reader 
A Ship – brigantine - 1st Place 2008 
An arum lily Love Spoon - 1st Place 2007 
A Celtic Dragon - 2nd Place 2007 
“Spinosa” - 3rd Place 2008 
John Standing 
Head of Mark - 2nd Place 1992 
Hyacinth - 3rd Place 2006 
John Dory - 1st Place 2007 
Peter Stokes 
A Cup and Saucer - 2nd Place 2008 
A Double Bowl - ? Place 2010 
A Flower Holder - 1st Place 2007 
A Cruet set 
Bob Turner 
Post Rack - 1st Place 2003 
Display Box - 3rd Place 2007 
A Dish - 2nd Place 2007 
Abstract Vase - 3rd Place 2007 
Natural Edge Bowl - ? Place 2010 
Pauline Turner 
Elephants “Wrinklies” - 1st Place 2006 
Autumn Treasures - 3rd Place 2006 
“Leap” (Weasel) - 1st Place 2007 
Mouse on a Bract - 3rd Place 2007 

 
Pauline Turner (cont.) 
“Rosehips” - 2nd Place 2007 
A Taste of autumn - 2nd Place 2009 
Flower Basket - 2nd Place 2008 
Pyrosoarus - 3rd Place 2008 
Catkins - 1st Place 2009 
George and the Dragon - ? Place 2010 
John Willis 
A Mountain Lion - 1st Place 2009 Best in Show 
 
Chairman’s Message (continued from page 1)  
 
I think we offer good value for money with the 
membership, monthly meets, excellent talks, the 
opportunity to buy tools, timber, borrow books 
and of course have a nice cup of tea at the end 
of the evening, thanks Peter!! 
I am looking forward to the talks we have 
coming up this autumn, once again Bob and 
Pauline have succeeded in producing a good 
line up of topics and speakers. I myself am very 
much looking forward to Frank Fox Wilson 
talking to us in October. I have in the past done 
some of the projects out of his book “Carving 
Nature” and was lucky enough to go to a small 
exhibition of his work and meet the man himself 
earlier this year. This month we have the 
Bentley show coming up. This is always a great 
day out and is represented well by our members. 
So if you have the time, come along and give 
your support. 
And then of course in November we have our 
annual show. It starts off on the Friday night 
with a lot of hard work setting everything up. 
We then wait in anticipation early Saturday 
morning hoping that all the judges will turn up!! 
Every year I am always amazed by the standard 
of entries to the competition, I am not sure 
where you would go to see an equally good 
display of work. Also the main hall has a great 
display and range of items for sale, what a 
shame we can’t get a few more purchases made 
by the public for Christmas presents. Once again 
Tom pulls off a well organised show helped by 
Frank, Brian, Pauline and many others. 
Don’t forget this year’s competition piece to 
celebrate 25 years of the society. So if you have 
not started a project for this yet, get cracking!!  
Lets make it a good, well entered section!! 

Paul Reader 
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Letters to the Editor 
 
Tree rings. By John Freake  
Trees. By Brian Campion 
 
I thank these members for their contributions 
but due to lack of space in this issue, publication 
will follow in future newsletters. Watch this 
space. 

Ed. 
12th May 
 
Ryan Kearley demonstrated his love of working 
with wood and his business of boat building and 
repair. He described the construction of 
traditional clinker craft sometimes proportioned 
by eye with the aid of moulds. Few mechanical 
tools are used to create new craft or repair old 
ones by this award-winning boat builder. 
 http://www.ryankearleyboatbuilder.co.uk/ 
 
Members’ work was exhibited this month 

 
 
3 Items by Phil Starnes 
 
 

 
 
3 Items by Phil Starnes’ Great Grandfather 
 
 
 

 
 
Turned item by Brian Campion 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Bowl by 
Bob Turner 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Commissioned stick 
By Ray Osgood 
(head in Thuya Burl 
wood) 
 
 
16th June 
 
Charlie Cain of Saddlescombe Farm gave an 
enthusiastic talk about this National Trust 
property. Apart from private viewings, there is 
only two public open days in the year, in April 
and Sunday 12th September 2010 this year. 

 
Carpenter’s Workshop showing cartwheels 

 
Charlie outlined the unspoilt nature of the house 
and outbuilding, which were acquired 15 years 
ago from Brighton Council. 
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-
saddlescombefarmandnewtimberhill 
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Members’ work reviewed this month. 
 
John Freake displayed his whittling bench  
 
This is a note describing a portable tabletop 
bench I have made for carving a piece of wood 
held by hand. The recommended practice is to 
wear a protective glove to avoid injury; one can 
so spoil a promising carving with bloodstains! I 
found a glove somewhat restrictive, and 
remembering advice from my Dad about always 
to cut away from oneself, I came up with the 
idea of a wooden “anvil” to cut against.  
The first photo shows the bench with the anvil 
in place. The bench has a front edge stop to rest 
against any host table, and the top is covered 
with a cork stick-on tile. The anvil is a hefty 
chunk of hardwood, oak in this case, with three 
faces of cork and one of wood, fixed by a spigot 
into a hole on the bench top. 
The piece of wood being carved is held against 
the angle between bench top and anvil, the cork 
facings providing sufficient give and friction to 
hold the working piece quite safely. Cuts are 
made away from the carver into the anvil. The 
cork also protects the cutting edge whenever the 
knife or chisel may go a little too far 
 

 
 
This next photograph shows the anvil removed 
from the bench top with the spigot and matching 
hole displayed. 
 

 

 
 
The spigot is a "snug" fit i.e. easy enough to put 
in and out by hand, and anvil rotation is avoided  
by friction on the base face that is normal to the 
spigot. The smaller anvil on the left was the first 
prototype with dowel pegs to arrest any lateral 
movement of the piece being carved. It worked 
fine but the larger corked faced anvil proved 
much better with significant strength being 
provided by the broad lower face of the anvil 
resting on the bench top. 
The anvil has proved to be useful for a whole 
range of jobs, to a point where I have a spigot 
hole to accept the anvil in all my various 
workbenches. One of these shows the 
development of an idea I picked up recently 
visiting my family in Tennessee. 
 

 
 
This bench has a shelf in front for resting a 
carving against (an old German and Czech 
trick), and to the left a head held by a mini 
carvers screw (home made) in an angled bracket 
allowing 2 hands to be used on a carving tool if 
all else fails. 

John Freake 
 

 
 
Brian Campion exhibited his rings for the finger 
turned from wood. 
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My Workshop by Ted Burst 
My Workshop, better known as Steptoe’s Junk 
Yard. I did not have my first workshop until 
1960, 4 years after I got married. It was a 10ft x 
8ft cedar shed with windows along one side. In 
those days, most people had a Wolf Cub electric 
hand drill and I was no exception. I remember 
when the armature burnt out (as they did), I 
would take it to Croydon where I was working 
in those days and get it rewound at a little 
workshop about two minutes from the office. 
They only charged a few bob and it was as good 
as new. Today, we just dump it and buy a new 
one. The only other power tool that I had was a 
homemade saw table, with a 3ft x 2ft x 1/4inch 
thick top made from mild steel. The frame was 
made from 2inch angle iron, 1/4inch thick. The 
whole thing was built, where it stood for the 
whole time that I was living there. It was not 
very practical, as it was so close to the shed wall 
that it was only possible to put through very 
short lengths of wood. I left it there when we 
moved house, as it was far too heavy to move. 
When we moved to our current house in 
Hurstpierpoint, I was spoilt for choice, as there 
were two sheds and the garage. The garage was 
a “no go” area as I was into vintage Citroen cars 
and my much-loved DS took pride of place. I 
had to add 2inches to the length of the garage so 
that I could shut the door when the car was in it. 
The car was 16 ft 1½inches x 6ft and the garage 
was 16ft x 8ft, a tight fit you might say. As a 
matter of interest, I recently came across the old 
car in a garage that I used when the car was 
mine. It was undergoing a £12,000 restoration, 
nice to know that someone loves it as much as I 
did. When I sold the car, the garage became my 
workshop but more about that later. 
Let’s start with the humble beginning. I’ve 
always been interested in making things as well 
as finding out how they work. Half the fun of 
making something is solving the problem of 
how to go about it. One of my old work 
colleagues used to say “a problem is only a 
delayed solution” and that is worth 
remembering when things go wrong, which in 
my case, is quite often. A lot of my childhood 
was spent during the Second World War, when 
most  people  had  very  little and had to learn to 
make do and improvise. My father would have a 
go at making almost anything but to be honest; 
most of the things that he made were functional  

 
rather than pretty. To some extent, I followed in 
his footsteps, although I think that my stuff is a 
little better than his. I think this is because I 
spend a bit of cash on buying the right material, 
whereas, he would make do with whatever was 
available. The sort of things that I made as a kid, 
were, swords, guns, go-karts and such like. I 
never had any formal training about woodwork 
or metalwork. The only training that I had that 
was likely to be of any use when I got into 
model making was Art, but I used to do it my 
own way, rather than how I had been taught, 
and that is still the case today. Once I had 
started work (1949), I got interested in making 
things, like model boats, planes and cars but did 
not have anywhere special to make them as my 
father’s shed was packed full of junk with only 
a very small work top (covered in junk). That is 
another thing that I inherited from my dad, 
being untidy. The only person that I know who 
is untidier than me is my son. He always says, 
“Who has ever heard of a tidy genius” 
The first workshop where I live now, was a 10ft 
x 6ft wooden shed with a bench along each of 
the long sides. I thought I was in heaven when I 
first used it but soon found out that it was too 
small. Mind you, when you are as untidy as me, 
an aircraft hangar would be too small. I spent a 
few years using that shed but jumped at the 
chance of using the garage when it became 
available. I decided to try to get it all planned 
out and to get it right first time, but that never 
happens in real life. There is always something 
that needs changing as soon as it’s finished. 
There was already a bench, which went the full 
width of the garage at the far end. It was about 3 
inches higher than I would have liked but it was 
quite substantial and it was too much trouble to 
start from scratch, so I decided to leave it. I 
added a bench each side which butted up to the 
cross bench; only 3 inches lower. This left a 
space of about 4 feet at the ends of the side 
benches just inside the doors. The Up and Over 
door was removed and I built a pair of side 
hinged doors with windows, not only to make 
access easier but to make the roof space usable 
for storage. The two side benches have shelves 
about 2 feet from the ground and take small 
storage trays and the space beneath takes large 
storage boxes on wheels, which can easily be 
moved in and out. 
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 The power is by twin 13 amp sockets at the rear 
of the benches. Lighting is by two strip lights 
over each bench and several angle poise and 
other spotlights depending on what I’m doing at 
the time. I had to provide space for a small 
freezer cabinet, so this went under the end of the 
bench just inside the main door. There are only 
two small windows on one side and none on the 
other, but the trouble is, they are on the sunny 
side and I get blinded when the sun is out. I 
keep meaning to make some shutters, but 
instead, I just swear when the sun gets in my 
eyes (typical male as my wife would say). The 
idea was to have all of the power tools on one 
bench and leave the other one clear for assembly 
work. To some extent, I have managed that, 
although there is seldom any clear space on the 
assembly bench. As you enter the workshop, the 
power tools are on the right. In the space at the 
end of the bench is the small lathe mounted on a 
cupboard on wheels. Next is the floor standing 
band saw mounted on castors. The first of the 
mounted tools is my homemade Routing Table. 
I started out with a small purpose built Routing 
Table, but soon found out that it was not suited 
to my requirements. I was working in miniature 
and needed to be able to work within a tolerance 
of 0.5mm, or 1mm at the very most. The 
problem with a conventional table is that the 
cutter comes up from the underside of the table 
and the work is then placed face down onto the 
cutter completely obliterating any view of the 
work in progress. I decided that I needed the 
work facing upwards and then be able to 
accurately lower the cutter to the right depth and 
the right position on the work. The only tools 
that I could find on the Internet were designed 
for commercial use and they were far too big 
and very expensive. I got the cogs in the brain 
turning over and came up with the mark 1 
version. It consisted of a metal angle iron frame 
looking like a set of football goal posts but with 
a second crossbar. This was mounted vertically 
on the bench. I attached a 3inch cross vice in the 
vertical position in the centre of the two 
crossbars. I decided to use a Dremel as my 
power source, which could be clamped in the 
jaws of the cross vice. This gave me accurate 
vertical and horizontal movement of about 
3inches. I mounted another cross vice on the 
bench which gave me sideways as well as 
backwards and forwards movement and made a  

 
couple of tables, one for small detail work and a 
second for larger freehand work. Both had metal 
blocks attached, which could be clamped in the 
cross vice. I later added an engineer’s turntable 
(for use on a milling machine), which I use for 
making the rims on wooden wheels. I can make 
a pair in a single operation, which means they 
are identical in size. The Dremel was not up to 
the job as the constant side ways pressure used 
for routing shot the bearings within a few 
months. This was replaced with a hand router 
from Screwfix, which was modified to fit the 
cross vice. This was much more powerful and 
the cross bar mounting flexed when in use. Back 
to the drawing board to design a much more 
rigid frame from a heavier gauge angle iron. 
This solved the problem and it is a contraption 
that I’m very pleased with. It is the most used 
tool in the workshop as I have adapted it as a 
drum sander and also for painting straight lines 
on some of the model parts. 
The other tool on this bench is my disc and belt 
sander. There is one power tool on the other 
bench and that is my pillar drill. This is mounted 
at the end nearest to the door. I have (with the 
help of friends) designed and built a device 
which clamps onto the rise and fall base of the 
drill which enables me to accurately drill the 
holes for spacing of ten, twelve or fourteen 
spoked wheels. If the spokes need to be dished, 
adjusting the angle of the base plate does this. 
Apart from all of the various hand tools, that is 
my workshop. Not forgetting the never-ending 
mess. 
As a parting shot, I am a great lover of 
quotations, so hear are a few that have hung in 
the workshop over the years in addition to the 
couple in the text above.�

       A WISE MAN LEARNS BY HIS MISTAKES, 
ONLY A FOOL NEVER MAKES ANY.�

       YOU CAN SOLVE ANY PROBLEM IF YOU 
HAVE A LARGE ENOUGH WASTE BIN.�

       AIM FOR PERFECTION AND HOPE TO 
ATTAIN EXCELLENCE.�

       I DON’T HAVE FAILURES, I JUST 
DISCOVER WAYS THAT THINGS DON’T 
WORK.  

Ted Burst 
(see Ted’s photos on page 8) 
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Future SWS Meetings. Unless otherwise stated, all meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday in the 
month at The Cyprus Hall, Cyprus Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex (7.30pm start) 
 
2010 
 
8th September  David Watson, Chainsaw carving 
 
13th October   Frank Fox-Wilson, Pure Woodcarving 
 
10th November  Tristan Bareham, Re-constructed buildings (as seen at Bentley) 
 
8th December   Sarah Aldridge, Through the Seasons at Kew and Wakehurst. 
 
2011 
 
12th January   Exhibition reprise 
 
 

 
Forthcoming Events 

 
17/18/19th September 2010 WoodFair Bentley Wildfowl and Motor Museum, Halland, East Sussex 
http://www.bentley.org.uk/#/woodfair/4525168793 

 
27th November 2010  SWS Annual Show, The Martlets Hall, Burgess Hill 

25th Anniversary of Sussex Woodcraft Society Exhibition theme An Anniversary Present 
 

Ted Burst’s workshop machines 
 

 


