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The Sussex Woodcraft Society was formed in 1985 for the people of East and 

West Sussex who have an interest in any woodworking activity, or derive pleasure 
from wood crafted objects. 

 
President Wendy Quantrill, 01273 845977�

Chairman Paul Reader, 01444 451979 
Secretary: Bob Jubb, 01444 232955: e-mail: robertjubb7@aol.com 

Webmaster/Editor: Frank Botterill, 01273 890598: e-mail FABlamorna@aol.com 
Web address: http://www.sussexwoodcraft.co.uk 

 
 
Editorial  
 
This year marked our triumphant 
return to Wakehurst Place for a 
three-day Sale of Work event. Our 
usual annual show has been 
relocated from the Martlets, Burgess 
Hill to Henfield village hall (see 
Forthcoming Events) 
Our newsletters are a forum for our members to 
exchange views and anecdotes of interest. I have 
already started to draft the next issue so now is 
the time to send me anything that you are 
enthusiastic about     Ed. 
 
Chairman’s Message September. 2011  
 
Well September is upon us once again. I hope 
you have all enjoyed the summer break. The 
summer break seems to just fly by. Katrina and I 
have just come back from a couple of weeks 
away. I took my carving gear with me hoping to 
sneak in a few hours of whittling to finish off a 
carving, but just like the rest of the summer, I 
have not managed it!! Every year I aim to do 
some but get to September and realise there just 
does not seem to be enough hours in a day, or is 
not enough days in the summer!! I am now 
going to focus on getting some work done for 
our show at Henfield later this year. 
 

 
 
 
Talking of shows, after the 
success of our summer show at 
Wakehurst I very much hope that 
we can have as much, if not more, 
success at Henfield this 
December. It is important that we 

put on a good exhibition and sale of work to 
promote the club and try and encourage new 
members, young and old to join us and either 
take up the craft in some form or to help them 
enjoy or improve on what they do already. 
Please could you show support for this either by 
putting something into the 
exhibition/competition, visiting the show, or 
telling your friends and family about it.  Your 
support in volunteering to help on the day would 
also be very much appreciated. Tom Lednor 
does a terrific job of organising the show but 
sometimes has difficulty getting people to help 
out, stewarding, etc. �
I am looking forward to resuming the club 
nights and the next programme of speakers all 
sound very interesting.�
Finally, don’t forget the annual competition this 
year is a Door Knocker. So, for those like me 
who have not started yet - get carving/turning!�
 

Paul Reader 
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28th/29th/30th May 2011 
SWS Sale of work Wakehurst Place 

 
Thirteen members exhibited in the marquee on 
some or all of the days. My visit on the Monday 
saw just ten as follows:- 

 
Allan Fielding 

 

 
John Holt 

 

 
Eric Johnson 

 
 

 
Three other members not pictured were Tom 
Lednor, Bob Fielding and David Meed. A vote 
of thanks was proposed by Allan to Paul and 
Tom for their part in organising this event. 

 

 
This is the table of Michael Holt 
(with guest caretaker in charge.) 

 
 

 
Fred Bennett 

 
 

 
Brian Campion 
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Graham Quantrill 

 
 

 
Wendy Quantrill 

 

 
Ian Russell 

 
 

 
Bob Jubb 

 
As reported in our last newsletter Bob Jubb’s 
informative book on the subject of Japanese 
Netsuke was published in June 2011. 
(see extract on page 7 of this newsletter). 
Bob’s book and his encouragement enabled me 
to create my first netsuke as exhibited by me 
that month. 

Ed. 
Reasonable Doubt 
 
A defendant was on trial for murder, but there 
was no corpse. In his closing statement the 
lawyer, knowing that his client would probably 
be convicted, resorted to a trick. "Ladies and 
gentlemen of the jury, I have a surprise for you 
all. Within one minute, the person presumed 
dead in this case will walk into this courtroom." 
He looked toward the courtroom door. The 
jurors, somewhat stunned, all looked on eagerly. 
A minute passed. Nothing happened. Finally the 
lawyer said, "Actually, I made up the previous 
statement. But you all looked on with 
anticipation. I, therefore, put it to you that there 
is reasonable doubt in this case as to whether 
anyone was killed and insist that you return a 
verdict of not guilty." The jury, clearly 
confused, retired to deliberate. A few minutes 
later, the jury returned and pronounced a verdict 
of guilty. “But how?" inquired the lawyer. "You 
must have had some doubt; I saw all of you 
stare at the door." Answered the jury foreman: 
"Oh, we did look. But your client didn’t." 
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Society meetings 
 
11th May 
 
The AGM was conducted in the traditionally 
swift manner with no changes to the elected 
officers or subscription rates for the coming 
year despite a slight reduction in membership 
and financial deficit as of 31st Dec.2010. 
Brian Waghorne was the speaker on the subject 
of Printing – Offset and Litho. Brian had served 
in the printing industry during a long career and 
had been involved in the many hazardous 
processes that were common in the etching of 
plates for image reproduction. Brian illustrated 
his talk with personal sketches and admitted that 
his subject was now mainly of historic interest. 
 
Members’ work exhibited this month 

 
 
 
Hedgehog 
(maybe in 
cherry) by 
Bob Jubb. 
 
 
 
 

Mouse in boxwood, Seal on a rock in huon pine 
and Musk ox in elm by Bob Jubb. 

 
 
 
15th June 
 

Chris Grace, a member 
of the West Sussex 
Woodturners, gave an 
illustrated talk on a 
recent project entitled 
“Geronimo”. 
Chris. explained how 
his original design 
concept was 
transformed into the 
finished product in a 
matter of six weeks so 
that he could compete 
in a competition which 
he ultimately won. 
The image shows the 
clown spiralling down 
the pole that contains a 
helical groove, arms 
and legs flailing out 
under centrifugal 
force. 
SWS members entered 
into lively debate over 

the technical solutions to the various practical 
difficulties encountered. 

 
Members’ work exhibited this month 

 
My netsuke in boxwood is depicted here approx. 
full size. 

Ed. 
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Mirror in driftwood by Bob Turner 

 
Sheep Pot by Bob Turner 

 
Three sticks by Ray Osgood 
(perfecting the heads of ladies in riding hats in 
various woods, holly and lime, one on an Indian 
rosewood shaft). 
 

 
 
Announcement by Graham Quantrill 
 
Our meeting in June was well attended and I 
think we were all extremely impressed with the 
disabled wood turner and his Quality Controller 
that I think we all forgot about microplanes. 
The history behind these tools which have now 
developed into the kitchen as graters and the 
bathroom for hard skin. The microplane® rasp 
was first invented in 1990 by brothers Richard 
and Jeff Grace at their jointly owned contract 
manufacturing facility, Grace Manufacturing 
Inc., in Russellville, Arkansas, USA. The 
company already had almost 20 years of 
photochemical machining experience making 
parts for the high tech printer industry, but it had 
never really produced any parts of its own 
design. "We always had so much really sharp 
metal lying around that everyone had to stay 
careful of. We thought. Hey! What would 
happen if we tried to cut things on purpose? 
How sharp a tool could we make and what 
would you use it for?" remembers Richard. "So 
first we etched a series of holes in the metal and 
then we started trying it on things," added Jeff. 
"You can tell every desk in the plant that 
Richard has ever used by the fact that the 
corners have all been planed away." 
 
As mentioned at the June meeting I have access 
to the following microplane blades which are 
brand new: - 
The owner was formerly the import agent for 
these blades. He has now retired and wishes to 
dispose of his remaining stock: - 
 
Product      Current retail price 
Offer Price  (Quantity) 
 
Handled Large Round    £14.70 
Now £5.00   (5.  Available) 
Handled Large Square  £14.70  
Now £5.00  (5.  Available) 
Handled Medium Round   £12.15  
Now £5.00   (5.  Available) 
Handled Medium Square  £12.15 
Now £5.00  (7.  Available) 
Handled Small Round   £10.15 
Now £4.50  (6.  Available) 
Handled Small Square  £10.15  
Now £4.50  (7.  Available) 
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Announcement by Graham Quantrill (cont.) 
 
Blades for 300mm Hacksaws:- 
Flexi Rasps    £14.70  
Now £5.00 (12 available) 
Half Round Rasps   £14.70  
Now £5.00  (9 available) 
Rigid Rasps    £14.70  
Now £5.00  (8 available) 
 
Replacement Stanley  
Surform  Blades   £14.70  
Now £5.00  (10 available) 
 
If you are interested in any of these please 
forward to me your order and a cheque to cover 
the cost and I will arrange to obtain these 
through Wendy as she is at Newhaven most 
Mondays and the contact lives in Seaford. 
 

Graham Quantrill 
 
29th-31st July 2011  
Thakeham flower festival 
 
Tom Lednor and Brian Campion were in 
attendance for this biennial event in the craft 
tent. Tom had hoped to demonstrate his skills 
but, having just had an encounter with a 
bandsaw, he was only able to describe his hobby 
to visitors. 

 
Tom Lednor Friday 29th July Thakeham 

 
 

 
 

 
Brian Campion Friday 29th July Thakeham 

 
A full programme had been assembled and the 
weather was kind. Other attractions included a 
family dog show, arts, crafts, bric-a-brac as well 
as music events. Thakeham’s historic church, 
St. Mary’s, hosted 17 floral arrangements.  

 

 
Bloomin’ Thakeham “The Village Smithy” 
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he traditional kimono worn by Japanese men between the sixteenth and nineteenth 
centuries had one drawback: the absence of pockets. Everyday items such as money, 

tobacco and medicine were therefore carried in small containers (sagemono or inro) which 
were hung by a cord from the sash (obi) of the kimono and held shut by the ojime. 
 
 
The word netsuke is pronounced ‘netske’ with Exactly when netsuke were first worn remains 
A silent ‘u’ and simply means ‘root attach’ as it unknown, but it is generally accepted that 
would have originally been made from a tree they were in regular use from the early 1600s. 
root or a branch. Netsuke were designed to  although some people believe that it was much 
be a simple toggle that prevented the cord  earlier. What is agreed on is that netsuke 
connected to the sagemono or inro from being were created to serve a practical need in the 
pulled through the sash of the kimono.  everyday life of the Japanese people. 
 

 
Reproduced from Bob Jubb’s book “Carving Japanese Netsuke for beginners” by kind permission of the 
publishers and the author. 
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Future SWS Meetings. Unless otherwise stated, all meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday in the 
month at The Cyprus Hall, Cyprus Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex (7.30pm start) 
 
2011 
  
14th September Joanna Wilkins talk – The Lost Village of Tide Mills 
  
12th October  Martin Sullivan - Wheelwright  (he is also a sash window specialist 
                                                                                    if members have any questions). 
 
9th November  Irma Westerdijk - Working with Paverpol 

(will be of great interest to members who wish to have a waterproof insert in their 
work, as well as the making of other items). 

 
14th December Joy Lewis & Derrick Hughes - folk music; traditional music of Britain and Ireland 

played on unusual instruments 
 
2012  
 
11th January  Reprise of members' work at winter exhibition 
  
11th April   Ian Barnett - a greenwood worker 
 
9th May  Annual General meeting 
 
 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 
16/17/18th September 2011   WoodFair Bentley Wildfowl and Motor Museum, Halland, East Sussex 
Fri./Sat./Sun.     http://www.bentley.org.uk/#/woodfair/4525168793 
 
3rd December 2011   SWS Annual Exhibition and Sale of Work - Henfield Village Hall  
Saturday     Competition subject “ a Door Knocker” 
     
STOP PRESS 
     
Vacancy for Treasurer. 
 
At a recent committee meeting Mike Wallace tendered his resignation as Treasurer of the Sussex 
Woodcraft Society as from the next AGM. Candidates for this position are urgently sought. Mike has 
offered to give his full co-operation to his successor in a handover period. Please contact Mike for 
details of his duties. 


